MAINE TOXICOLOGIST FEATURED IN UPCOMING ANIMAL PLANET TV DOCUMENTARY 
[bookmark: _GoBack] ON GULF OIL SPILL
On Thursday July 28 at 9pm, Animal Planet TV cable channel will debut Black Tide: Voices From the Gulf, a two-hour documentary on the impact of the Gulf oil spill on the people of Louisiana.
The Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosion on April 20, 2010 was the largest offshore oil spill in American history. Dr. Susan Shaw, Director of the Marine Environmental Institute, and a marine toxicologist, was among the first scientists to dive into the Gulf of Mexico oil slick right after the explosion An influential and outspoken voice on ocean pollution, she has influenced the national debate on the hazards of chemical dispersants. Dr. Shaw was invited by the documentary’s producers Radical Media to contribute her toxicology expertise to the production.
Black Tide delves into the impact of a two hundred million gallon oil spill on local businesses, the environment and on the health of residents and wildlife.  The documentary was over a year in the making and Dr. Shaw was interviewed in Louisiana on three different occasions - shortly after the disaster occurred and then a year later when she returned to Grand Isle Louisiana and Barataria Bay to visit her research sites.  
Shaw is the lead scientist on Gulf EcoTox, a region-wide investigation on the effects of oil and chemical dispersants in the Gulf ecosystem.  Her latest trips confirmed some of her dire predictions about the oil spill and the chemicals dispersants.  As she had forecast in May 2010, the high-volume use of dispersants would create a huge reservoir of toxic oil in the Gulf that would permeate the food web from larval crabs to fish. 
The dispersants beak up the oil and keep it suspended in the sea. This increases exposure and also increases toxicity. Dispersants contain solvents that allow oil to enter the body more readily and once there, it can damage every organ, every system in the body. 
“BP oil has been found on the bodies of dolphins -- of the hundreds that died during this calving season, about half were stillborn or newborns implying that dolphins were miscarrying,” said Dr. Shaw, an expert on chemical contaminants in marine mammals.  
“On my last trip I met with fishermen and residents complaining of illnesses and the many symptoms of chemical poisoning, similar to the syndrome among 9/11 responders. Local doctors are reporting high levels of solvents in the blood of people in Grand Isle, which considered “ground zero” because it was so heavily oiled.”
Her independent research and expertise led to an appointment to the US Department of Interior Strategic Sciences Working Group that is charged with developing a science-based assessment of the oil spill’s consequences and recommending policy actions in the Gulf.
“This disaster is by no means over” she emphasized. “It will be years, possibly decades, before we know the full impacts of this oil spill on many many marine species and the people who were exposed.”
Added Executive Producer Joe Berlinger  “When the mainstream media packed up and moved to the next disaster, it gave the world the false impression that everything was back to normal.  As this special shows, the people of the Gulf still face enormous consequences from the spill.”
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