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The Society gathered in
Chicago May 24 through May
27 to renew acquaintances,

make new friends, recharge our bat-
teries, and celebrate extraordinary
accomplishments of our members.  
In this beautiful city of firsts, largests,
highests, and greatests, 89 members—
one traveling from as far away as 
New Zealand—were greeted by the
Chicago Group in the historic Medina
Athletic Club, which now houses the
posh InterContinental Hotel. Built 
in Art Deco style and located in the
middle of the Magnificent Mile, the
hotel provided us with generous
meeting and dining space. 

SWG Presidents hosted a wel-
coming reception Saturday evening
and the air was alive with hellos and
laughter.  President Kim Crews and
Chicago Group Co-Chairs Ellen
Steinberg and Lucia Mouat warmly
greeted us.  Kim recognized Terry
Glenn and Jackie Ronne for fifty
years of membership, and introduced
new members who have joined since
2005. After dinner Jodi Mills-Cerny
presented an “Overview of Chicago”
and the evening concluded with
Evelyne Pickett’s “Musical Images
Along the Oregon Trail,” slides and

We Meet in Chicago for the 2008 Triennial

music depicting westward population
migration in the United States.

In keeping with the theme of this
Triennial, Global Change, Sunday
morning’s first session was titled
“Global Environmental Change 
and Policy.”  Program Chair Sara
McLafferty introduced presenter
Alice LeBlanc, Director of American
International Group’s Office of
Environment and Climate Change.

She described recent dramatic
increases in greenhouse gases. After
gradual increases over the last 650,000
years, she said, the global average
annual temperature in the last century
has increased 1 per cent and is pre-
dicted to rise by 7 1/2 degrees by the
end of this century, which would cause
an estimated 14-foot rise in sea level. 

Mechtild (Maggie) Rössler from
Paris, where she works for UNESCO,
described how climate change will
damage or destroy many of the 851
UNESCO World Cultural
Inheritance sites in 185 countries.
Joan Koven discussed “The Slippery
Slope to Slime,” how rising sea levels

T R I E N N I A L

2008 Award Winners: Liz Putnam, Marty Talbot, Janice Monk, and Laurie Marker.
Photo credit: Linda Liscom
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Chicago!
What a
beautiful

City!! The old
memories of a
grungy, industrial,
sprawling mega-
city with only the

Field Museum as its redeeming light
fade into the haze of times past and
are now replaced with the current
memories of soaring, sparkling sky-
scrapers of multiple and interesting
designs; sweeping green parks of
lawns and trees, often accentuated
with imaginative sculptures and struc-
tures; a multitude of fascinating
museums and world famous works of
art, and multistoried streets that
lessen traffic congestion.  The five or
six days of the 2008 SWG Triennial
were not nearly enough to just scratch
the surface of what modern Chicago
and environs have to offer.  

However, the Chicago Group
should be congratulated and thanked
profusely for their selections.  The
Oriental Institute with its exhibitions
of 2-3000 year old artifacts from the
Fertile Crescent of the Tigris and
Euphrates River Valleys and of 
Ancient Egypt provided a relevant
background to our current wars and
problems of today. The three talks in
Session I on climate change and 
global warming by Alice LeBlanc,

Chicago Triennial Brings Out the Very Best
By Marty Talbot

Maggie Rössler and Joan Koven,
and Evelyne Pickett’s snow measure-
ments brought into focus our most
pressing environmental problems
facing the world today.  And Gold
Medalist Laurie Marker and
Outstanding Achievement Awardee
Elizabeth Cushman Titus Putnam
exemplified the power of an indi-
vidual’s actions as well as those actions
supported by their parents and team-
work with others to help solve our
problems of today. Laurie, with her
cheetah research and organization to
enlist the support and to educate the
local people in cheetah habitat areas,
and Liz enlisting and inspiring the
enthusiasms and manpower of mainly 
volunteer students to help the U.S.
National Park Service and other
resource agencies through the Student
Conservation Association. Our other
Outstanding Achievement Award
winner, Janice Monk, reminded us 
of the key role that women played in
the development of geography.

The relevance, enthusiasm and
warm high spirits generated under the
capable guidance of outgoing SWG
President Kim Crews were infec-
tious. We thank not only the organ-
izers but all of those who were able
and willing to come to this amazing
Chicago Triennial.  We missed those
who have passed on and those of you
who were unable to come.

As I start my first newsletter mes-
sage I want to profusely express my
thanks for the many honors SWG has
bestowed on me:  giving me the privi-
lege of carrying the SWG flag in an
unexplored area of the Annamite
Mountains of Laos; presenting me the
Outstanding Achievement Award; and
electing me SWG president for the
next 3 years.  I regard this last as a
major honor, a privilege, and a huge
responsibility and I will do my best to
live up to the mandate you have given

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

me. This is a daunting task and chal-
lenge, and I eagerly welcome all the
suggestions and help you can give me.

I will be following in the foot steps
of so many fabulous, capable presi-
dents: Kim Crews, Sara Rau, Jane
Coon, Ginny Watkin, Jackie Ronne,
Elizabeth Olds, Evelyn Nef, Marion
Sterling, Mary Vance Trent, Betty
Burrill, Edie Ker, Luree Miller,
Carolyn Patterson, Mary Manzoli,
Lucie Mann and so many others.
These remarkable women are all hard
acts to follow.

Thank you again to Ellen
Steinberg, Lucia Mouat and all in
the Chicago group who worked so
hard to organize this great Triennial.
And a very special thanks to Janet
McGinn for all her work in Head-
quarters and Chicago, Betty Kaynor
for her special organizing and writing
skills, and of course our wonderful
multitasking Kim Crews.

The SWG is a great organization
full of talented, inspiring women. 
I look forward to working with you. 
I thank you again for giving me the
opportunity to serve SWG and you,
and I welcome and solicit your advice
and assistance.

E X H I B I T S  A N D  B O O K S

Stephanie Capparell was the
Guest Curator for the Queens
Museum of Art exhibit which

continued through July 27 entitled
“The Real Pepsi Challenge: Breaking
the Color Barrier in American
Business.” 

Helen Thayer presented a lecture at
the National Geographic Society
about her 2001 , 81- day walk at the
age of 68, across the Gobi desert and
her recent return there as captured in
her new book “Walking the Gobi.”  

The following SWG members
were given Meritorious
Service Awards at the

Triennial: 

Ramala Basu, Edith Edson, Terry
Glenn, Grace Hayes, Sara Rau,
Megan Rosenfeld, Ann Schneider,
Virginia Watkin, Mila Zlatic.

A W A R D S
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and temperatures are now endan-
gering coral reefs worldwide.

Session II focused on “Global
Population Change.”  Megan Dixon,
one of our Evelyn L. Pruitt Research
Grant recipients now working on 
a second PhD, gave us an excerpt
from her dissertation on Chinese
Immigrants in Russia, showing how
landscape transformation  affected 
a Chinese building project in St.
Petersburg.  Naomi Bishop then pre-
sented, “Pastoralists in Queens, NY:
A Himalayan Journey,” for which,
over the course of some 35 years, she
followed villagers from Nepal to the
United States in order to study their
enduring traditions and their failure
to assimilate into other societies.  

We broke for lunch, then walked to
the Chicago River to board “Chicago’s
First Lady” for a wonderful 90-minute
cruise led by a Chicago Architecture
Foundation docent, who told us the
stories of the magnificent skyscrapers
as we passed by.

We re-convened at 4:15 to hear
Outstanding Achievement Awardee
Janice Monk’s presentation,
“Practically All the Geographers
Were Women,” about men receiving
the most recognition in exploration
and geography  in the twentieth cen-
tury, even though there were more
women geographers.   Kim Crews
then encouraged everyone to meet for
Table Topics, to discuss membership,
at-large involvement, adopting a
statement on global warming, support
for Tibet, and several other subjects.
It was hard to break away to join the
group with which you chose earlier 
to “Dine Around Town,” but we did!
Chicago has been a melting pot since

its founding in 1837, so we could
choose from a wide variety of ethnic
restaurants, led by a member of the
ever helpful Chicago Group.  It was
great fun!

Monday, Memorial Day, began
with Sara McLafferty’s introduction 
of the day’s topic, “Then and Now.”
Dorothy Drummond spoke about
the traditional Seven Wonders of the
World and the new ones, which have
been chosen by “popular vote” on the
internet: Chichen Itza in the Yucatan,
Christ the Redeemer in Rio de
Janeiro, the Coliseum in Rome, The
Great Wall of China, Machu Picchu
in Peru, Petra in Jordan, the Taj
Mahal in India, and an eighth, Egypt’s
Pyramids.

Evelyne Pickett then told the
story of James Edward Church Jr.’s
invention of a device to predict water
quantity from snow measurement.
Lydia Pulsipher continued the “then
and now” theme,  showing slides of
Montserrat’s decline in population
from 11,000 to 4,000 due to a volcanic
eruption in 1997.  Outstanding
Achievement Awardee Elizabeth
Putnam told the story of “Our Land,
Our Youth, Our Future” about 
beginning the Student Conservation
Association in 1955, placing student

and adult volunteers “young at what-
ever age,” in conservation projects in
national parks and our other public
lands.  

We boarded buses for a tightly-
scheduled field trip to tour The
Oriental Institute on the University of
Chicago’s campus, which was opened
specially for SWG on this holiday
Monday, and to visit Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Robie House, an outstanding
example of his prairie inspired archi-
tectural design, just a short block
away.  The Institute houses one of the
world’s finest collections of Orientalia
and archaeologist Carol Meyer, a
Research Associate there, was one of
our docents guiding our visit to these
incomparable treasures.  

Returning to the hotel, we con-
vened for Outstanding Achievement
Award recipient—and new SWG
President—Martha H. Talbot’s
address “Field Science – Then and
Now.”  Marty reminded us of all the
changes large and small, from type-
writers, carbon paper and onion skin
to laptop computers, from film to dig-
ital cameras, from advancements in
mountaineering to underwater habitat
exploration. But, she noted, the
unchanging requirements for

SWG in front of Frank Lloyd Wright's Robie House Photo Credit: Linda Liscom

(See TRIENNIAL, p. 6)

Special thanks to everyone who
helped copy edit this newsletter
and to Trudy Suchan and her
committee for producing the 
2007 BULLETIN which will 
soon be off the press.
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Kim Crews presents Liz Putnam with
Outstanding Achievement Award

Photo credit: David Fleming

Laurie Marker receives the Gold Medal from Kim Crews.
Photo credit: David Fleming

SWG on the Architecture River Cruise Photo credit: Linda Liscom

Elizabeth Brownstein draws applause in the morning session  Photo credit: David Fleming

Scenes from the 2008 Triennial

Table Talk: Betty Kaynor and the At Large table
Photo credit: David Fleming
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